Taxco Silver - Then and Now

u San Fernando

e Taxco, MEXICO — Ganoga FPark Connection

Taxco, Mexico — Canoga Park, California mural on a wall at 7123 Remmet Avenue in Canoga Park, CA. Francis
Lederer’s stables (left) which is now present day Malibu Wines & Beer Garden (formerly the Canoga Mission



Gallery in 1960s) with Canoga Park High School (center) with Santa Prisca Catholic Church in Taxco, Mexico
(right).

1963 Canoga Park

This story begins with Francis Lederer and his wife Marion who were very much into bringing the arts
and culture to the Canoga Park community. In October 1963, Francis Lederer started the Canoga Mission
Community Art Center. The gallery endeavor was more of Francis” pet project until 1967, when it
became Marion’s interest post-1967.

Marion was busy with the Friends of Taxco that was starting and rightfully so. For more information on
the earlier years of the Canoga Mission Community Art Center, read my recent article, “Art Culture Did
Exist Here In the West SEV” (https://westsfvlifestyle.com/2020/03/20/art-culture-did-exist-here-in-the-
west-sfv/). Let’s backtrack to January 28, 1963 when Marion Lederer (pictured below right), and Howard
Spear (pictured below left) and became co-chairs of the Sister City committee. Francis Lederer was the
Honorary Mayor of Canoga Park at the time. He had an earlier career as silent film actor and when he
moved to Canoga Park he became very involved in the community.
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| MEXICAN JAUNT PLANNED ”

Mrs. Marion Lederer and Howard Speer, erer's home in Canoga Park planning a |p

! co-chairmen of the Canoga Park-Taxco, trip to Taxco, an ancient silver-working |o
| Mexico, sister-city program recently city. Along on the trip will be a large

| launched by the Canoga Park Chamber group of Canoga Park residents.—Valley |n

of Commerce, are shown at Mrs. Led- Times TODAY Photo by Gordon Dean. |b

I\ | 2 rion Lederer and
Howard Spear Canoga Park-Taxco Mexico Sister City Program 1963 Mon, Jan 28, 1963 — 13 - Valley
Times (North Hollywood, California) - Newspapers.com
(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48173042/marion-lederer-and-howard-spear-canoga/)

The Journey to Taxco, Mexico Begins



“A Chamber of Commerce sponsored tour is scheduled to visit the historic Mexican silver mining
center during a June 8 to 15 tour of Mexico. Officials of Taxco have announced their intention to hold
a warm welcome for the “sister city” delegation. ”
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Sister City” %

CANOGA PARK — Resi-/¢~
dents of this West Vallev g
community are preparing tol e,
visit Canoga Park's sister
citv of Taxco, Mexico. Qo

A Chamber of Commerce- f"'
gsponsored tour is scheduled! 2
to visit the historic Mexican P
gilver mining center duringinf
a June S to 15 tour of Mexico..

Officials of Taxco have an-/\"
nounced thelr intention to 1
hold a warm welcome for the P*
"sister city" delegation, >
Details of the June tour )
were finalized at a special|P*
luncheon meeting. ]

Mrs. Francis Lederer, wife|

10




of the community's honorary
mavor, and Howard Speer,
are co-chairmen of the cham-|
ber's sister city committee,

Canoga Park and Taxco
agreed last January to hold
"tister city" exchanges,

Tour to Visit “Sister
CIty” Canoga Park-Taxco 1963 Sun, May 5, 1963 — 242 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48173074/tour-to-visit-sister-city-canoga/)

By May 1963, the plans were put in motion which was sponsored by the Canoga Park Chamber of
Commerce. The excitement was building as the trip was departing in the next month.

On June 8th, the journey began, as more than 20 Canoga Park residents were flying on that day to visit
their “Sister City” of Taxco, Mexico.

Just think, travel was a luxury in the 1940s-1960s and was very expensive, until the Airline Deregulation
Act of 1978. This federal law deregulated the airline industry, allowing a free market for the commercial
airline industry, helping make fares competitive.
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Canoga Park .,

Delegation
Off to Taxco

CANOGA PARK—A dele-

gation from Canoga Park
departs by air today for a|
visit to this community’ S|

J1C

"Sister City" of Taxco, Mexi-/™!

Co.
More than 20 Canoga Park
residents are taking part in

ithe seven-dav tour under

sponsorship of the Chamber;
of Commerce.
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The visit to Taxco. where!&
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d|Park adopted Taxco as aj¥2
el "Sister City" a year ago and|ch
le/the delegation is carrying

m
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the delegation will be ho-'

nored by city officials, marks Ne
the culmination of a year of ci
friendship activities, Canoga |8

P

greetings 1o the Mexican,
city, Re

In addition to Taxco, the';?;
Canoga Park tour group will E:
visit Mexico City, Acapulco, rEI
Cuernavaca and other tou-¢

Heading the (Canoga Park
delegation is honorary may-
or Francis l.ederer and his
wife, a co-chairman of the
project. |

Members of the "Sister
City" delegation, in addition
to the Lederers, include co-
chairman Howard Speer and
his wife; Mmes. and Messra




“TAnthony Ambrosett,

‘Y{Ruh, George Charney, W.
My, Speer, Frank Tristen,
NiJohn Zuurbier, Sidney
MiWhites, Mrs. Adelaide Arm-
Mstrong, Mrs. Eleanor Oliver,
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Bede Gallup and Roland
Gleason. .

r
Dr. and Mrs. Whita will

make the trip in their own
airplane, meeting the group
in Mexico City.
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Canoga Park

Delegation Off to Taxco 1963 Sat, Jun 8, 1963 — 2 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48173105/canoga-park-delegation-off-to-taxco-

1963/)
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n I{'I ADY FOR TRIP — Canoga Park Mexico. Also poing are Mrs, John |[]
& residents gel ready for their week-long Zuurbier, second from left, and Mrs. |
trip to Mexico. Lorraine Gallup, left, Adelaide Armstrong, |!-e~_|:lenlﬁ of the ||

1 coordinator of the tour, gets a color Valley community. Joe Hillings is man- |
e f.Im of Canoga Park to be given to ager of the Canoga Park Chamber of |
laxco, Canoga Park's sister city In Commerce, sponsor of the trip. \

1 1
i

‘Canoga Park Group Flies
:To Sister City Of Taxco

Is] Valley Times TOUDAY | He also has a color film|stay in Mexico City for three
1
P 2 ‘;I;:H{-I s P h--“h”“”’k scenes and aclivi-|days, them drive to Cuerna-
{ H inoga Fark jiia Ty 2 ¥ . :
[ A proup of 15 G I'_ Lies In {..mn:_:d Park in re vaca and arrive in Taxco]'
residents are transplanting 4 cent months *“to give ourir aciav afternoon. The Ca-|
) g i i Park to : :
'i [Illrlr IJ]I“HF I{ r:nuj.l Park |sister city an idea of '.-,]m Inoga Berd ambansadans willl
5 ‘;||”| 1| h: e D nu_:_ community |:: lLI-e : Iml-n part in sister city cere-|'
i i1 ] ki . ’ e e am
eade ..l i [he (..lntlnd Park Cham |monies sponsored by h“m
honorary —mayor Francis her of Commerce is sponsor city officials.
Lederer and his wife, Mari-{ing the trip which began a Dn rhurattn the tour willl
i

' arty is taking a q— / . . :
q.on, the parly Is g @|International Airport Satur-| e




jplweek's tour of Mexico andday, arive 10 Acapuicu, ana nyj
is/making a stopover in Taxco,| The goodwill group willlto Los Angeles Saturday. |i
Canoga Park's newly acquir-
oled city.

Lederer is carrying an of-
I- (ficial proclamation of friend-
8, |ship to the city fathers of
1$|Taxco from Mayor Samuel
W. Yorty.

_| Canoga Park Group

Flies to Sister City of Taxco 1963 (2) Mon, Jun 10, 1963 — 12 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47637809/canoga-park-group-flies-to-sister-city/)
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Los Angeles International Azrport in the 1960s, Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons By SAS Scandinavian Airlines



(https://media.giphy.com/media/yLPIlupXMTIz8Q)/giphy.gif)
Take Off!

Travel in the late 50s and early 60s was known as the “Golden Era” of flying. Although, I'm not sure
what airline they chose to take, I found this video that was made in 1958 of what it was like to fly. I did
read in my research, however, it hadn’t much changed by 1963. It had become a tad more casual in the
mid to late 1960s. This is to illustrate the journey the Lederers and the 20+ Canoga Park residents that
traveled to Taxco, Mexico in 1963. Is it different than today?

What it was like to fly in late 50s early 60s.

Taxco de Alarcén, Mexico

Taxco, Mexico from the 1930s through the 1960s had been a getaway for Mexican and American
celebrities before Acapulco became the place to be. The city sits on rugged hilly uneven and irregular
shaped streets. Interestingly, the streets, according to Wikipedia, “are paved with dark stones, adorned with
lines, pictures and even murals of white stone. Some of the pictures in the street are from the Zodiac and meant to
indicate certain commercial activities in times past. One example of this is the sign of Taurus near the Church of
Santa Prisca, which used to indicate the area of butcher shops. Buildings in the city typically have Spanish-style,
red-tile roofs.”

Village of Taxco, Mexico, 1960s

In the 1920s, American architect and artist, William Spratling visited Taxco a few summers. He was
inspired by Mayan archaeologist, Franz Blom and anthropologist and writer Oliver LaFarge whom he
was friends. He became a lecturer on colonial architecture and would travel to colonial towns in Mexico
and sketch and write articles on his travels. He moved to Taxco in 1929 and in early 1930s found himself



needing to support himself. He reached out to his friend, who happened to be the U.S. Ambassador to
Mexico. Dwight Morrow, encouraged him to design and produce silver jewelry for the blossoming
tourist industry in Mexico.

“The art of silver work had died in Taxco during Mexico’s 19th-century war for independence, when Spanish
barons destroyed their mines rather than lose them to rebels.

In 1929- a year after the highway from Mexico City reached Taxco- William Spratling, an architecture
professor from Tulane University, arrived and saw the change for a silver arts renaissance.

Spratling recruited goldsmiths to teach local men. Today, 31 years after Spratling’s death, his former students
run many of the hundreds of silver shops lining the narrow streets.”

-Deseret News, Aug. 2, 1998 (https://www.deseret.com/1998/8/2/19394212/mexico-s-colonial-past-
lives-on-in-taxco)
For more information about the history of silver jewelry in Taxco, click on this article A Short History of
Silver Jewelry Production in Taxco (http://www.ladap.org/short-history-silver-jewelry-production-

taxco/).

As mentioned earlier in this post, if you haven’t already read about what was happening in Canoga Park
while Marion Lederer was focusing on Taxco, it will provide better context as to why perhaps Taxco was
also selected as the Sister City. The Lederer were into art and bringing the arts to Canoga Park, so this
comes as no surprise Taxco was the choice.

Taxco Silver Then and Now
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Back in Canoga Park

With the trip behind them, The Valley News wrote an article briefly outlining their experience in Mexico.
They were greeting with much pomp and circumstance as well as Lederer mentioning that Canoga Park
was the “space center of the world”. Unfortunately, that is not the case today, but it was a burgeoning



industry and part of Canoga Park’s history at the time. It seemed both cities had things to be proud of
and to gain from each other.
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¥ DANCER-TEACHERS of Taxco, Mexico, are thanked by Canoga Park |
| honorary ‘mayor Francis Lederer after performances of .native dances that |
® included school children and teachers themselves. Performlince was in honor
“| of visiting Canoga Park, delegation to Sister City.
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. _______________________aa .

"l THANKING TAXCO reslidents for their hospitality during visit by Canoga

| Park Sister City delé;;;mun Is honorary mavor Francis Lederer, at micro- !

ﬂ\ phone with his wife Marion, co-chairman of Sister City committee, and un- |
jdentified travel guide. Standing at right with small Mexican boy is Taxco |

‘ mayor Lais Tellez Hur-:tamante. i

H| nsiflas :

-— - ‘'a amma a a® |l'\ﬁ.f"' e -rnnru - |CanogaPark Group
Takes Trlp to Mexico Sister City (1) Sun, Jun 30, 1963 — Page 6 - Valley News (Van Nuys, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47637856/canoga-park-group-takes-trip-to-
mexico/)



Canoga Park Group Takes
Irip fo Mexico Sister City

¢ A delegation of Canoga
Pa;'k residents, in a trip spon-
sored by the community's
Chamber of Commerce, has
pald a visit to Taxco, Mexico,
and officially adopted the
the South of the border munic-
ipaljty a8 a Sister City.

< The. Valley residents were

2 Women Die
as Fire Hits
Hillside Home

" A 5l.year-old Sunland wom-
an-and her aged mother were
hutned to death early yester-
day in a fire that gutted thelr
htme in the foothills.

- Mrs. Katherine Eynon, a
Lﬂ:khet:d Aircraft Corp. em-
Moye, and her maother Mrs,
Emille Jones 82, were burned|
hﬂ.}'unrl recognition {n thel
Hlaze at the three- hedroom,|
Mucco home at 8029 Ellen-
h_pit:n St.

r ~ Hillside Endangered
*A discarded cigaret was
h]a.med for touching off the
flapnes. Damage was estimat-
&l-at more than $10,000.

iSlster

greeted in the Mexican city
by the local drum and bugle
corps and both the Mexican
national anthem and the “‘Star
Spangled Banner'" were
played in the ceremonies for
formal recognition of the two
communities as Slster Cities.

Praises City's Beanty

The mavor of Taxco, Senor
Luis Tellez Bustamante,
whose full title is presidente
municipal constitucional, de-
livered a message of greetings
to the delegation and Canoga
Park honorary mayor Francis
Lederer addressed the
gathering.

In his speech Lederer paild
tribute to Taxco for “‘architec-
tural beauty from tip to toe,

culture, intelligence, tradition,,

atmosphere, and beauty
wherever you look."

h

He told the Taxco people|

“Canoga is the

» ol
EFE]L‘E center of the world"

that FPark

ind outlined its role in rock-

'-m'} and electronics.

Lederer, on behalf of thel
City Committes of
Canoga Park, Invited the
Taxco peaple 1o visit the West
Yalley community.
Preseat Tray of Metals

Taxco, a mining town

founded in the Spanish colo-

. TMlen afflcdede —uid sle Bleamalnial ars oonturios son e natord
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SCIre WMiicisis Baid L.E HIALTE |
was under way hetween anei
and two hours hefore It was
noticed by a nelghbor. The
s{ructure was heavily en-
gulfed In flames when the
first fire units arrived around
2:30 a.m.

~The home Is the last below
a’ brush-covered hillside. Act-
ing Bag. Cmdr. Girard Anear
credited a 30-foot clearance at
thc rear with preventing the
spread of the fire,

¢ Housekeeper Away
-Both bodles were found in
the back bedroom where the
Iaze started One woman
was found dead in the bed.
The other body was sprawled
nearby on ‘the floor.,

~The two women lived alone
except for a housekeeper who
had' the week end off. Mrs.
Eynon was employed in the
retirement section at . Lock-
heed. :

PERMIT GRANTED .
FOR WHOLESALE
PLANT NURSERY

:VAN NUYS"-- Assoclated
saoning administrator C. V.

Cadwallader today had ep
ﬁnved a zone varlance to|

FLlE1Y T @ W lILldae BT 0N u&ur 433 DI LT LA

as a silversmithing center of
the ‘continent.

The mayor of Taxco pre-
sented Lederer s huge tray
made of a number of different
metals from the area, blended
together In a precess known
ag ‘‘the wedding of the met-
als,"” #nd carrying the key to
the city of Taxco.

The Canopa Park guests
also were hosted at a party In
the maver's residence, a
morning band concert, a per-
formance of native dances,
tours of a sliver factory and
leather goadds factory, and vis-
its to the studio of a locil
artist _and the governor's of-
fice in the state capitnl.

Sop Im Mexico Clty

The trip, conducted in the
People-to-IPeople program for-
mulated by President Eisen-
hower, was the initial meeting
to build close relationship be-
tween Taxco and Canonga
Park. :

The tour also Included a
stop-over in Mexico City for
sight-seeing that inciuded bull
fights and historic points of

interest, tthe Shrine of Guada-|

and the Pyramids of

lupe

Teotihuican, the University of|

Mexico campus and a return
side trip to Acapulco.
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Takes Trip to Mexico Sister City (2) Sun, Jun 30, 1963 — Page 6 - Valley News (Van Nuys, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48562950/canoga-park-group-takes-trip-to-
mexico/)
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HEADING SOUTH—Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hillings look
over some of the gifts they plan to take to Taxco,
Mex., Canoga Park’s sister city, during their 10-
day vacation. Hillings is manager of the Canoga
Park Chamber of Commerce and she is secretary.

Timas nhata
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o] CANOGA PARK — Gifts,|

greetings and invitations to
I-i‘hi-“ community's sister city
(of Taxco are being carried to
olthe Mexican silver city by
yt|chamber manager Joe Hill-
st| ings and his wife, Joann, the|

n/chamber secretary.

~., The Hillingses are sche-
duled to depart tonight for a
1./10-day vacation trip tol
n!Mexico. They are combining|[—
;-!a bit of business with pleas-
je|ure.
15| "We are bringing to the
Imavor of Taxco and its
nichamber of commerce
t,|greetings {rom Mavor Sa-
d./muel W. Yorty and the
¢/County Board of ‘-iupen 1-|
n|sors,” Hillings said. "Also we|
'will extend an invitation to

DL I STt d

:C of C Chief to Dellver
“Gifts for Sister City

Taxco officials to attend the
June 12 celebration here,
marking Canoga Park's first
armiversary in the sister city
program."

The Hillingses will spend
Friday, May 1, Mexico's
'Labor Day, in Mexico City,
and plan to be in Taxco on
Tuesdav, May 5, Cinco de
‘tid\.n

[CANOGA_FURNITURE |
SERVICE
YIJU WILL

21612 Sherman w“ c.r. |

C of C Chief to

Deliver Gifts for Sister City (4) Wed, Apr 29, 1964 — 7 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47637932/c-of-c-chief-to-deliver-gifts-for/)
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Formal Recognition

Los Angeles has extended
formal sister-city recognition
to three foreign cities;, Na-
goya, Japan, Elath, Israel;
and Salvador Bahia, Brazil.

Four Valley communities
have adopted Mexican cities
as their "sisters." Van Nuys
has chosen Puebla; Canoga
Park, Taxco: Studio City,
Ajijic and Encino, Puerto
Vallarta.

Visits between dignitaries
and cultural exchanges have
been carried out and res-
idents of the Valley areas
and their Mexican counter-
parts have found a growing
enthusiasm and feeling of in-
ternational goodwill through
the program.

It has troubled officials of
Canoga Park and the other
Vallev communities. howev-




er, that the greetings and|
honors that can be extended|
to Mexican dignitaries when
they visit here do not carry
the official stamp of munici-
pal recognition. |

p— . Sun, Oct 11, 1964 —

222 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) - Newspapers.com
(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48173507/)

WELCOME
VISITORS FROM

TAXCO STUDENTS—Joining hands in sym in Canoga Park, and their hosis took o

bolizing the friendship between the United tour of Topanga Plaza. The six are

States and Mexico nre these six students from left, Juan Lus Bustamante, Taxco |
some of whom are from Canoga Park and Yuetie Vilazgues, Canoga Park; Cesar Ga

some of whom are from Taxeo, Nexic in, Taxeo: Martha Ellertson, Canoga Purk,

Canogn Park's Sister City. The Taxco stu and Jome Chew and Alba Rosa Bostamanie

dents, part of a group ol 15 who are visiling of Taxco—5Staff photo by Jeff Goldwiats

"Taxco Students
Canoga Park 1965 Fri, Jul 23, 1965 — 3 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) - Newspapers.com
(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47638011/taxco-students-canoga-park-1965/)
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Memories of Mexico

Canoga Park-Taxco 1967 Wed, Nov 15, 1967 -9 - Valley Times ( North Hollywood, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48183685/memories-of-mexico-canoga-park-




‘Taxco Recipes
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1967 Wed, Nov 15, 1967 -9 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) - Newspapers.com

(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48183690/taxco-recipes-1967/)
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L : - Taxco and Canoga
Park 1967 Mon, Nov 27, 1967 — 16 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) - Newspapers.com



(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47045276/taxco-and-canoga-park-1967/)

Bringing Taxco Art to Canoga Park 1968

By 1968, the Sister City program was in a rhythm. The Canoga Mission Community Art Center had been
revamped and renamed the Canoga Mission Gallery with Marion Lederer at the helm. Using her
connections, she brought in a Taxco artist couple, Jose and Elizabeth Castrejon for an exhibit at her
gallery. The Castrejons also showed at Topanga Plaza and Bullocks.

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bhf58dXBASS/ (https://www.instagram.com/p/Bhf58dXBASS/)

CANOGA PARK OBSERVANCE FEATURES TAXCO EXHIBIT

| Jose Castrejon, designer from Taxco—Canoga Park's  wife of community's honorary mayoer; Harvey Par-
sister city in Mexico—shows one of modern Mexican  kinson, president of Canoga Park Chamber of
rugs feateured in Canoga Park's Cinco de Maye Commerce which sponsored exhibit; Elizabeth Cas-
| exhibit in Canoga Mission Gallery, Viewing artistic trejon, also designer from Taxco, and C. W. Guy,
| piece from left are Castrejon, Mrs. F‘l‘di‘lCLS Lederer, Canoga Park ﬁi.ﬁtﬂ'rd'ity chairman.,

T Taxco Canoga Park
Canoga Mission Gallery 1968 Thu, May 9, 1968 — Page 58 The Van Nuys News (Van Nuys, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47638395/taxco-canoga-park-canoga-mission/)



Wall Hangings by
Two Adists Slated
for Plaza Display

A selected exhibit of wall
hangings by Elizabeth and
Jose Castrejon will e
presented at Topanga Plaza,
6600 Topanga Canyon Blvd,,
tomorrow through.Saturday.

- The artists .are both active|
in the Canoga Park-Taxco,
Mex., Sister City Program,
land have created unusual con-
temporary effects in the old
art form of rug weaving.




- Sponsored by Canoga Mis-
sion Gallery and the Sister
City committee, the wall han-
gings will be on display in the
Plaza’s north court from 10
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. each day.

i e - rEhzabeth and Jose

Castre]on Wall Hangings Canoga Park Taxco 1968 Sun Jun 9, 1968 — Page 6 - The Van Nuys News (Van
Nuys, California) - Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48183767/elizabeth-and-jose-

castrejon-wall/)
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Original Wall Hangings or Rugs
by Elizabeth and Jose Castrejon

Now on sale, a collection of contemporary
designs interpreted in one of the oldest

art forms with which culture has been recorded
through the ages.

Intricate patterns designed by the Castrejons are
painstakingly recreated in luxuriously colored
wool yarn giving exciting dimension to the dramatic
rugs and wall hangings.

The Castrejons live and maintain their

workshops in Mexico, Mrs, Castrejon is on

the Board of Directors of the Taxco-Canoga Pack
Sister City program, Sizes are from

22 inches by 44 inches, to 56 inches square.
Prices start at $112.

FOUNTAIN COURT, Home Store Level




- 4 ! I / “
.l S FERNANDO VALLEY

ar
id

Monday, Thursday, Friday "til 9:: ,
Jose Castrojon Wall
Hangings 1968 Bullock’s Thu, Jun 27, 1968 — Page 214 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) -

Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/47638502/jose-castrojon-wall-hangings-1968/)

Taxco Mural Gift 1969

A mural was dedicated by the mayor of Taxco in 1969 to the Canoga Park and was to be displayed along
with artifacts and treasures of Taxco in a proposed Taxco room at the Orcutt Ranch. Today, they are on
display at the Canoga Owensmouth Historical Society. (https://www.facebook.com/canogaparkhistory/)




BUILDING FRIENDSHIP

Honor fo Teaxco
At Canoga Parl

A full size photographic
mural of the city of Taxco,
Mex, was dedicated in Canoga
Park recently by officers of
Friends of Taxco, the Canoga
Park — Taxco Sister Cities
program.

The mural, donated by the
Mayor of Taxco, Dr. Jaime
Castrajon, will be displayed
along with artifacts and
treasures from Taxco, in the
proposed Taxco room of the
Orcutt Cultural Park on the
Orcutt Estate in Canoga Park.

Taxco, a city of 35,000 is the
silver center of Mexico,
located 150 miles south of
Mexico City on the road lo
Acapulco, in the State of Guer-
ro.

The Canoga Park — Taxco
Sister City program was
founded in 1963 by Canoga
Park businessman Howard
Speer and Mrs. Marion
Lederer and has  since
developed into one of the most
successful sister city pro-
grams in the United States.

Founding co-chairman
Speer, a candidate for City
Council from the Third
District points out that the
program has resulted in in-
creasing cultural exchanges
and the building of seven rural
cchool houses in the Mexican
City.

In addition, Canoga Park
Chamber ol Commerce. which

porgram was among the na-
tion's first sister cities pro-
jects which now number 500
nationwide,

Speer and Mrs, Lederer in-
itiated the program in
response to former President
Eisenhower's request for
cultural exchange and cilizen
diplomacy to promote better
international understanding.

Both Speer and Mrs.
Lederer flew to Washington in
1963 and talked to ad-
ministration oificials about the
concept, then flew to Taxco to
set up the machinery which is
now considered a model of
America's Sister Cities pro-
grams.

Supervisors Acsl
School Problem
Board Probing

County supervisors have
asked the grand jury and the
superintendent of schools to
make a full investigation into
problems facing local schools.

Supervisor Kenneth Hahn
won unanimous support for a
motion requesting the review
and urging changes in school
curriculum,
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marent imoaleaasArticle Canoga Park

-Taxco Mural 1969 Wed, Mar 19, 1969 — 34 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) - Newspapers.com
(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48184062/article-canoga-park-taxco-mural-1969/)

® 34 5 F. VALLEY TIMES, Wed., March 19, 1969

ADMIRATION — Admiring a mural of Taxco, Park-Taxco Sister City co-founder; William Guv,
Mexico, sister city of Canoga Park, during recent executive viee president of Rocketdyne and presi-
dedication ceremonies are Howard Sp['t'r EanDEd dent of Friends of Taxco, and Ernest Gunther,

PSS X SRR S S R Howard Speer
Canoga Park- Taxco Mural 1969 Pic Wed, Mar 19, 1969 — 34 - Valley Times (North Hollywood, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48184043/howard-speer-canoga-park-taxco-
mural/)
In 1973, this feature article was written by The Van Nuys News outlining the trips that would be taken to
Taxco by students and the Sister City members. It seems many students benefited from the program. If
you were a student, please write in the comments at the end of the post about your experience in Taxco.



Friends of Taxco Begin Pilgrimage

By GEORGE SHAFFER

CANOGA PARK —
¥riends of Taxco, an orga-
nization of good will
across the worder which is
made up largely of Canoga
Park Chamber of Com-
merce members and
gpouses, along with like
minded others, loday hadl
sent off the lasi contin-
gent of a Jdi-person vis-
ftation party to the Ca-
noga Park sister city in
Mexico.

T he visttation began
last Saturdav when a con-
tingent of plane travclers
flew south, and the pilgri-
mage has conlinued since
Saturday by auto, by
train, by ship, and wilh
one West Valley couple
heading north {rom a va-
cation in Guatemala,

The visitation will mark
the 10th annual anniversa-
rv of Canoga IPark-Taxco
sisler cily relalions, and
as the vearlv custom has
been, 1L will usher mn
three more interciy ex-
changes tlns siuimmer

Taxco Greeting

In Taxco the Valley vis-
itors this week have run
inte a tidal wave of hosp-
tality, some of il official
from the Mexican state of
Guerrero and some {rom
educational circles wluch,
as usual, will tlus wyear
benefit by a renewal of
scholarship contributions
from here and f[unds to-
ward constructwon and
equipment of schools.

A 10-day program of
hospitahity will be Taxco's
greeting 1o Canoga Park,
Just as the arrangements
committee headed v
Charlotte (Mrs  Joseph)
Cardella here, has alveady
put together a sequence of
entertainment for Taxco's
adult visitors who will ar-
rive here on Monday, Aug

B alima dNa Ma o a T

trippers have returned
home.
Students Selected

One of the pleasant oc-
casions awaitling the Tax-
co contingenl when they
come here m August will
be a receplion at the
showplace home ol aclor
Francis Lederer and his
wife, artist Marson Lede-
1er, as the honorary may-
or and honorary first Tady
of Canoga Park. The Los
Angeles Mamachi  Dand
will enliven this orcasion.

Other group exchanges
between Canoga Park and
Taxco this summer will be
of students. Canoga Park’s
students selected [or the
Taxco tnp will leave
around July 3 Taxco stu-
dents will come 1o Canoga
Park in early August

Each time the studentis
will stay aboul three
weehs

Go by Ship

These siudent ex-
changes have berome a
vearly evenl, awaited hy
West Valley students with
great anticipation, accord-
ing to Mis. Bhzabeth Or-
tega, who 1s heading the
plammng . 19073, DMrs
Maurine Henry 1s the Ca-
noga Park chaperone for
the trp from here.

When the local group
left Saturday, Mr. and
Mrs. John G, Zuurber

OFFER COURSE
ON SECURITY

INVESTMENTS

A si¥-weck course on
securittes  mvesiment s
being offered a1 Reseda

Mavnsssssrwata Lol R

went by ship to Acapulco
and then inland to TaXco;
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Staulf
chose the train.

Others flew by Western
Air Lines to Mexico Cily
and then were Lo ride in
the aulomobiles of their
Taxeo hosls for the Lw~
hour tnp through Mexi-
co's silver producing area
via Cuernavaca

President Robert Mor-
gan of the chamber Sister
City Division here, and
the Friends of Taxco orga-
mizalion, with Mrs. Mor-
gan, were Lo [y and motor
north to Taxeo {rom
G u atemala where they
have been wiisiing mis-
sionary {riends.

Sojourners Leave

President Bedent Gallup
of the Canoga Park Cham-
ber dand Mrs Gallup were
cn roule by plane and au-
tomobile from Mexico City
yesterday.

[Teading the =ojourncrs
who lefl Saturday were
Commander Robert Sed-
tdern USN (ret) and Mrs
Seddern The commander
is vice presudent of
Friends ol Taxco.

Others were Mr. and
Mrs. Obdulio Galeana, Mr.
and Mrs, Kdward Baltutat,
AMr. and Mrs. Kugene Cox,
Mr., and Mrs. G. Waller
Dauncey, Dr and Mrs
Harry J. Deeths, Mr. and
Mrs. Jerry Frary. Mr. and
Alrs. Errol Newton.

Also, Mrs. Kitty Olsher,
artist: Frank Crisalll, Mys,
Maron Lederer, Ethel Ma-
son, Mrs. Tom Padgett,
Mrs, Renee YWhite, Alrs,
slarie Beridon, Mr. and
Mrs. Lionel O'Roark. The
O'Roarks were winners of
a door prize trip m the
Friends of Taxco activi-
ties leading up to the trip.




U, AIler LNe Langga drk o LPEERLILEAEENG ¥ SARELIIL ELEREE —
mer School at 15230 Kit- | ! FREE ! ] IFriends of Taxco
Begin Pilgrimage 1973 Fri, Jun 8, 1973 — Page 39 - The Van Nuys News (Van Nuys, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48185128/friends-of-taxco-begin-pilgrimage-1973/)

Student Exchange With Mexico

CANOGA PARK—Applications are available for the
Canoga Park-Taxco, Mexico, student exchange program
July 7-27. Deadline is Feb. 29. Applications are available
at high schools.
-— -~ u " . Canoga Park Taxco

1976 Exchange Ad Thu, Feb 19, 1976 — Page 210 - The Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles, California) -
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/48185258/canoga-park-taxco-1976-exchange-ad/)

Friends of Taxco Today

The above call for deadlines for the student exchange program was the last I could find. It seems this
program still exists as I've found the organization has a website. I have found a more recent article in the
Los Angeles Times written in 1996 that “Friends of Taxco has helped build and equip more than 20 schools in
Taxco, Guerraro, Mexico. Taxco is known for its silver resources.” If you are interested in finding out more
information, click on this link Friends of Taxco. (http://www.friendsoftaxco.org/?
tbclid=IwAR1vDQ7ZuS_j4D9ZPqIxrmM6BrboOCZul 9qmhWHheY8qVOT_zFYZ_7agMD8) They are
also on Facebook- Friends of Taxco. (https://www.facebook.com/pg/FriendsOfTaxco/about/?
ref=page_internal)

Examples of Taxco Silver Jewelry Today

Click on the images below to take you to Amazon’s NOVICA jewelry. NOVICA was founded by Andy
Milk, Charles Hachtmann, Michael Burns, Mina Olivera and Jose Cervantes and strives to connect artists

and artisans from all over the world providing a platform for them to sell internationally. Purchasing
from NOVICA

“Your purchases are that powerful. They directly and indirectly provide for education, help with health care,
fund basic needs, support children, preserve disappearing arts, and of course, spread happiness around the
world.”

-NOVICA (https://www.novica.com/our-mission/)
Guillermo Arregui

“Taxco Flora”



Maria Belen Nilson

“Fleur-de-Hearts”

Oscar Figueroa Escorcia
“Taxco Waves”

le._(https://www.amazon.com/NOVICA-Turquoise-Natural-Sterling-
Necklace/dp/B004Y3W4J4/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%22&qid=1586730487 &refinements=p_89:NOVICA &rnid=2528832
011&sr=8-18-

spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwd GVKUXVhbGImaWVyPUEOTDIKMOpFUIRFQUOmMZW5jenlwd GVKSW
QIQTAWODI4OTEzUOw1UIc2UUxVUU0JmVuY3]5cHRIZEFKSWQIQTAyMzY2MjJBRURYMIYSMUZ
NUkcmd21kZ2V0TmFtZT1zcFOhdGZfbmV4dCZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpemVjdCZkb05vd ExvZ0Nsa
WNrPXRydWU=&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkId=acec0e6cfb047327507e7de7138e4b37&language=en_US)

l._(https://www.amazon.com/NOVICA-Sterling-Silver-Bracelet-Hearts/dp/B08562HMb5D/ref=as _li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%22&qid=1586730487&refinements=p_89:NOVICA &rnid=2528832
011&sr=8-20&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkId=3beb6e66cc558f7bcebc7dd0214c2ffa&language=en_US)

e (https://www.amazon.com/NOVICA-Sterling-Silver-Bracelet-
Taxco/dp/BO6XQ1ZWRQ/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%22&qid=1586730640&refinements=p_89:NOVICA &rnid=2528832
011&sr=8-43-
spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwd GVKUXVhbGImaWVyPUEXODhBTUxSNVpCSENaJmVuY3]5cHRIZEIk
PUEwWNDEzNzUIMOpRRDdQNzEBTTVETiZlIbmNyeXB0ZWRBZEIkPUEwMjkyNTQ5MzJIQVIWNESw
U1dRVCZ3aWRnZXROYWIIPXNwX210ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcm VjdCZkb05vd ExvZ0NsaWN
rPXRydWU=&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkld=a75630f4e9a88a5446fc533ef3b6f80d &language=en_US)

Guillermo Arregui

“Taxco Night”

Alon Diller

“Hummingbird Mystique”

Maria Belen Nilson



“All-Seeing Eye”

le._(https://www.amazon.com/NOVICA-Sterling-Silver-Dangle-

Earrings/dp/B01D30H8Z4/ref=as _li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%22&qid=1586733294&s=apparel&sr=1-56-
spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwd GVKUXVhbGImaWVyPUEXTUhQVIRKSKkRTSKVK]mVuY3]5cHRIZEIk
PUEWM;|jc5Njk3MTRITzIaOESPMFEBVVCZIbmNyeXBOZWRBZEIKPUEWNzA 1IMDkxVFJXVO5PTTAWR
U9S]ndpZGdIdEShbWU9e3BfYNnRmJmFjdGlvbjljbGljal]lZGly ZWNOJmRvITmI0TGINQ2xpY2s9dHJ 1720
==&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-20&linkld=522a97c30£3036f2c05eb97ff5bfefed &language=en_US),

le._(https://www.amazon.com/Silver-half-earrings-Hummingbird-
Mystique/dp/BO03JLLXWG/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%228&qid=1586733436&s=apparel&sr=1-
76&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-20&linkId=78306603252cfe3e19fabd6c310798ce&language=en_US)

le._(https://www.amazon.com/NOVICA-Sterling-Pendant-Necklace-All-
Seeing/dp/BO855NB7B2/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=%22Taxco+silver%22&qid=1586733436&s=apparel&sr=1-
58&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-20&linkld=3762550c76ca67b8777e681069e567b8&language=en_US)

Books on Taxco

L. (https://www.amazon.com/William-Spratling-His-Life-Art/dp/0807156264/ref=as_li_ss_il?
encoding=UTF8&qid=1586733778&sr=8-3&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkld=df6a9913f3eda0b8d9380c4{b5099b4b&language=en_US)

le._(https://www.amazon.com/Silver-Gringo-William-Spratling-Taxco/d p/0826320791/ref=as _li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=Taxco+art&qid=1586733865&s=books&sr=1-3&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkId=91e8369cc503b96943ebfa8d20a7740a&language=en_US)

le._(https://www.amazon.com/Dreaming-Silver-S0%C3%Blar-Plata-
Artists/dp/0764356518/ref=as_li_ss_il?dchild=1&keywords=Taxco+art&qid=1586733865&s=books&sr=1-
4&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-20&linkld=fa816638e4038892e0abae590167ef2a&language=en_US)
l._(https://www.amazon.com/Spratling-Silver-Sandraline-Cederwall/dp/0811829545/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=Taxco+art&qid=1586733865&s=books&sr=1-5&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkId=c5cfe4123bcd160b1c10c567354ee58e&language=en_US)

le_(https://www.amazon.com/Silver-Seduction-Mexican-Modernist-
Antonio/dp/0977834409/ref=as_li_ss_il?dchild=1&keywords=Taxco+art&qid=1586733865&s=books&sr=1-
6&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-20&linkId=3bbe43c247859911b2e27636af0a2fafé&language=en_US)




le._(https://www.amazon.com/Silver-Masters-Mexico-Hector-Aguilar/dp/088740961X/ref=as_li_ss_il?
dchild=1&keywords=Taxco+art&qid=1586733865&s=booksé&sr=1-7&linkCode=li3&tag=curatedbycolo-
20&linkId=e0b61996dcadf6fd7639c1bfaf71e21c&language=en_US)




Taxco Today Through Instagram



mexicoatravesdeunalente
Taxco De Alarcoén, Guerrero, Mexico

&7

Ver mas en Instagram

1.239 Me gusta

mexicoatravesdeunalente

Taxco de Alarcén, Guerrero.
Pueblo mégico.



https://www.instagram.com/p/B9QFf0Ug6gY/ (https://www.instagram.com/p/BIQEf0Ug6gY/)
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Ver mas en Instagram
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TAXCO Pueblo Magico

Ver mas en Instagram

26 Me gusta

voyquevuelomx

Recorrer sus bellas calles hace que te enamores de #taxco #querrero. |deal para



<>

photolicorne
Pozas Azules de Atzala

Ver perfil

Ver mas en Instagram

55 Me gusta

photolicorne
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¥ 2.449 seguidores

Ver mas en Instagram

| hope you enjoyed taking the trip to Taxco and stepping back in time
to discover why Taxco, Mexico and Canoga Park, California are Sister
Cities. If you have any information about the Friends of Taxco or are a
member, | would love to hear more about it. Please post a comment

on this blog.
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